
Byzantine Education (Movement) 

 "The education system in Byzantium [c.330-1453A.D.] was in all major respects the 

ancient educational format inherited from its Hellenistic and Roman past" (p. 785), as 

Markopoulos (2008) tells us. Byzantine Education had three stages (Markopoulos, 2008; 

Rautman, 2006; Mango, 1980). Primary school began at age 6-8 with small groups of students 

taught by a hired tutor called a grammatistes, or daskalos (Markopoulos, 2008; Rautman, 2006). 

Education focused on arithmetic and basic literacy skills: letters and sounds, vowel and 

consonant combinations, vocabulary words, and eventually texts, along with basic counting 

(Markopoulos, 2008). The main texts were the Psalter, Gospel miracles, and classical mythology 

(Markopoulos, 2008; Rautman, 2006). Secondary schooling consisted of the trivium of grammar, 

rhetoric, and dialectic/logic, and the quadrivium of arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music 

(Markopoulos, 2008; Rautman, 2006; Geanakoplos, 1984; White, 1981). This was taught by a 

teacher called a grammatikos. Homer, classical tragedies and comedies, works of rhetoric and 

philosophy, the Psalms, and some Christian authors, made up the trivium curriculum. The 

quadrivium was taught using Euclid and Ptolemy, but supplemented by Byzantine authors 

(Markopoulos, 2008). Higher education was only available in certain large cities. These schools 

specialized in subjects such as philosophy in Athens, law in Gaza and Berytus, Greek (and Latin 

for a time), philosophy and theology in Constantinople, etc. (Markopoulos, 2008; Cameron, 

2006; Rautman, 2006; Mango, 1980). Producing state functionaries was always a goal of 

Byzantine education, and not only mental or spiritual formation (Markopoulos, 2008; Cameron, 

2006; Treadgold, 2001; Mango, 1980, Anastasiou, 1966). 

Fr Matthew Penney  

 



	
   	
   1	
  
	
  

References 

Anastasiou, I. (1966). The state of education in Byzantium in the 9th  century. In I. Anastasiou 

 (Ed.), Kyrill and Methodios: A celebration on 1100th anniversary of their mission, vol. 1 

 (pp.29-77). Thessaloniki, GR: Iera Metropolis Thessalonikis. [In Greek: Αναστασίου, Ι. 

 Η κατάστασις της παιδείας εις το Βυζάντιον κατά του θ’ αιωνος. In Κυρίλλω και 

 Μεθοδίω τόµος εόρτοις επί τη χιλιοστή και εκατοστή ετηρίδι, τοµ. a]. 

Cameron, A. (2006). The byzantines. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. 

Geanakoplos, D. (1984). Byzantium. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Mango, C. (1980). Byzantium: The empire of New Rome. New York, NY: Charles Scribner's 

 Sons. 

Markopoulos, A. (2008). Education. In E. Jeffreys, J. Haldon & R. Cormack (Eds.), The Oxford 

 handbook of Byzantine studies (pp.785-795). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

Rautman, M. (2006). Daily life in the Byzantine empire. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

Treadgold, W. (2001). A concise history of Byzantium. New York, NY: Palgrave. 

White, D. (1981). Patriarch Photios of  Constantinople: His life, scholarly contributions, and 

 correspondence together with a translation of fifty-two of his letters. Brookline, MA: 

 Holy Cross Orthodox Press. 

	
  


