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Hypothesis

The 1950's was a decade of growth for the New Brunswick Educational
system. The growth that occurred within the educational system was related to the
increase in population. This increase in population reflected an educational
enrolment increase within rural and regional schools, faculty expansion, and the
development of school buildings. Combined with the population and enrolment
increase the Department of Education adopted an increased focus of the

educational system curriculum to reflect the social growth in New Brunswick.



Broader Social Context in 1950s
In New Brunswick

The 1950’s for New Brunswick was a time that like the rest of the country
saw significant growth and change. This being the decade immediate to post war
times brought the province its share of baby boomers. It is during this decade
significant growth in the school system leaps forward. It is also in this decade that
a keen focus on social studies takes a leap forward, teaching the youth of the
province about what it was to be a Canadian citizen in a period of marked
improvement as well to teach about the rest of the world outside our great country.

Some significant moments in New Brunswick’s history during this decade
include the following events. This decade brought a significant increase to Saint
John’s port and shipping activity to new heights, becoming a port of use all the
year round. Post war brought in new housing and office developments in the city
helping to replace old and failing infrastructure. Moving north of Saint John, by
1957 the Florenceville Company known as McCain Foods has sprung up. The 50"
celebration of the Beaverbrook Art Gallery was calibrated in 1959 giving great
credit to Lord Beaverbrook for his contribution to the province, as stated by
journalist Geoffrey Crowe “This is truly Lord Beaverbrook’s most outstanding
benefaction — one that will bring incalculable benefits to New Brunswick’s people,
including its university and high school students, and will attract many visitors to
the province every year. It is a gift that will endure, and enhance even further in
value with passing time”. Those who would have been to the service of the
province in those years as premiers were as follows, John B. Mc Nair (Liberal),
Hugh John Fleming (progressive conservative) and Louis Joseph Robichaud
(liberal). It was under these men that the province was to see much change
socially, economically, culturally which in turn created for an increase demand in
schools, curriculum with regards to social studies and the need for teachers.'*

! http://www.saintjohn.nbcc.nb.ca/heritage/historicaltour/1950-1959.htm
2 http://foundlocally.com/Fredericton/Local/Info-CityHistoryRecent.htm
? http://canadaonline.about.com/od/premiers/a/premiersnb.htm




Canada

There was a large population increase, living wage increase, and available job
decrease. The decade saw the cold war, creation of the Avro Arrow, bomb
shelters created in Canada, the Suez Crisis. Tensions were still high between
English and French Canada, the global community is returning to normal life after
a World War. Also during the 1950s in Canada the Canadian Broadcast Company,
CBC, was formed.

(www.cbc.ca)
(http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/officialgallery/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/avro-arrow-landing.jpg)

Other sources to gain context was found through film. There are over twenty
videos of Canada during the 1950s is archived via this website:
http://www.avdiscovery.com/videos/1950s.htm



Broader Social Context in 1950s
World View
In 1950 there were many firsts such as: the first credit card was introduced, first
organ transplant, and the first “Peanuts” cartoon strip. 1950 also saw the Korean
war begin, and U.S. President Truman Orders Construction of Hydrogen Bomb.
In 1951 color TV was introduced to the public, President Truman signed a peace
treaty with Japan which ended WWII, and Winston Churchill won his election in

QGreat Britain.

In 1952 seat belts were introduced in cars, the polio vaccine was created, and
Princess Elizabeth became Queen at the age of twenty-five

In 1953 Stalin dies, the science of DNA was discovered

In 1954 Medical report presented that proves cigarettes cause cancer, and
segregation was announced as illegal in U.S.A

In 1955 the fast food chain McDonald's was founded, the historic event of Rosa
Parks refusing to giver up her seat on a bus happened.

In 1956 A new music sensation, Elvis, performs famous gyration dance move,
Velcro was introduced, and the Suez Crisis occurred.

In 1957 The beloved children's book The Cat In The Hat was published, and the
Soviet satellite called Sputnik was launched.

In 1958 NASA was founded, and Lego building block toy was created.

In 1959 Fidel Castro became dictator of Cuba



Sources
Primary Sources:

Department of education annual report

University of New Brunswick Archives provide examples of school building
development, consolidation, and enrolment increases in the 1950s.
Department of Education. Department of education annual report 1950-1951.
Department of Education. Department of education annual report 1951-1952.
Department of Education. Department of education annual report 1952-1953.
Department of Education. Department of education annual report 1954-1955
Department of Education. Department of education annual report 1959-1960.

The Programme of Studies for New Brunswick

The Programme of Studies for New Brunswick schools presented evidence of
what social studies information was being used with students during specific times
during the 1950s in New Brunswick. The years researched in the Programme of
Studies for New Brunswick schools was 1952, 1955, 1958 which reflects the start,
middle, and end of the decade.

The Government of the Province of New Brunswick. (1952). Programme of
Studies

for New Brunswick schools grade I-VI. Saint John, N.B

The Government of the Province of New Brunswick. (1955). Programme of
Studies

for New Brunswick schools grade I-VI. Saint John, N.B.

The Government of the Province of New Brunswick. (1958). Programme of
Studies

for New Brunswick schools grade I-VI. Saint John, N.B

Outline of Programme of Studies for High Schools

This resource provides evidence to what information students were learning in
high school during the 1950s.

New Brunswick Department of Education. (1949). Outline of programme of
studies

for high schools 1949-1950.

New Brunswick Department of Education. (1950). Outline of programme of
studies

for high schools 1950-1951.



New Brunswick Department of Education. (1952). Outline of programme of
studies

for high schools 1952-1953.

New Brunswick Department of Education. (1954). Outline of programme of
studies

for high schools 1954-1955.

New Brunswick Department of Education. (1956). Outline of programme of
studies

for high schools 1956-1957.

New Brunswick Department of Education. (1959). Outline of programme of

studies
for high schools 1959-1960.

Secondary Sources:

This link gave us a timeline of 1950s which is presented at the start of this
document.

Rosenberg, J. (n/d). 1950°s timeline. Retrieved November 10, 2010, from
http://history1900s.about.com/od/timelines/tp/1950timeline.htm/



This photo shows the announcement printed in the NB Education Forum, talks
about the French translation of the grade 5 Social studies text "Canada and her
Neighbors".

DECEMBER, 1931

FRIENDLY CO-OPERATION




Show a list of potential Social Studies text that would be suitable for classroom.
This list of text is a large change from the year previous which had only eleven
possible text to use.




The photo of the school is of Rothesay high newly completed in the early
50's for operation and is an example of the modern school.
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Although they were many 1 or 2 room classrooms used in the 1950s, this was
clearly a decade of change. This book represents the modern improvements taken
all over New Brunswick to erect new school buildings and renovate existing ones.
There were numerous grants available for creation and renovation projects because
of the growing need for more classrooms. Pictures of school erected in the 40s are
available and most of these buildings are very small and inadequate considering
the growing population and other various educational needs. The new buildings
erected the early 1950s are mostly quit modern; there is a considerable difference
in the span of only 10 years. This book notes that the need for more schools is
directly related to the post-war growing population. Some of the pictures of
schools erected in the early 1950s are identical and as modern as most schools
erected today.



This 1952 publication on modern school buildings in New Brunswick was
information about exactly what the title mentions, new school buildings and what
changes could be expected from the buildings, curriculum, and department.
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Found within the 1952 Modern School Buildings in New Brunswick print is this
very informative page listing how many buildings there were and of what
classroom size. This page also touches on improvements to school facilities.
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A Report on Conference on Current Problems in Education in New
Brunswick-University of New Brunswick; July 24-26, 1957. This document is
similar to its 1955 predecessor but offers more direct ideas instead of back in forth
arguments. Information is contained in point form in specific areas. More
specific questions are posed and the educationalists attending provide answers
amongst designated groups. Some groups offer pessimistic answers including
shortage of money and teachers as reason for discrepancies while others provide
realistic, but decade appropriate insight.
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Intermediate Programme of Studies for New Brunswick Schools, Grades 7,
8, and 9. These intermediate Programme of studies are much more elaborate than
the High School versions. They not only show relative text books used but show
the major elements of curriculum proposed,
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Programme of Studies -

for New Brunswick Schools

Education in New Brunswick Education in 1950°s



As outlined in the 1951 New Brunswick Department the New Brunswick
population was 515,697 which was a substantial increase from the years prior
1951. As we stated before with an increase in population there was an increased
school enrolment, which resulted in school curriculum, building, and staff
development. (Department of Education 1951) New Brunswick Department of
Education witnessed the development of current school buildings, and the creation
of several new school buildings.

Aside from building brand new school buildings work was done to update,
repair, and expand current school buildings during the 1950s in New Brunswick.
Noted within the 1952 Department documents is evidence of structural, and
cosmetic updating to the school buildings. Updates including such areas as the
addiction of classrooms, bathrooms, heating systems, and even electrical wiring in
some schools. (Department of Education 1952) There was a focus to increase the
amount of schools available, especially in rural areas, however there was a focus
on consolidation of schools. Several smaller schools were relocating into one
larger building. The department of Education in New Brunswick, and Canada,
had an unwritten agenda that larger schools would result in larger or better
education. The consolidated schools would be given new and better facilities,

curriculum, and retrained faculties.



We did note there was a stronger support for science education within the
consolidated school system over social studies. Though that was the case during
the 1950s is when there was ground work in place to build a stronger social studies
program.

It is interesting to note the new costs associated with consolidation of schools.
With focusing education into one large schools students, of course, were required
to attend the school at the new location. Students would use several different
modes of transportation such as walking, in some rural areas by horse led buggy,
and buses. The cost associated to the bus system were high and a new expense the
Department of Education had to allocate funds for.(Department of Education

1953)

A general day in the lives of students in the 1950s would “began early,
usually with a bell that summoned students to dress and attend chapel. Breakfast,
like all meals, was spartan, consumed hurriedly in a refectory, and followed by 3
hours of classes or a period of work. The late afternoon might see a short play
period before supper. Evening recreation was limited, and bedtime was early.
Weekends varied the routine by eliminating classes, but Sunday usually meant

more time spent on religious observances.4

4 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0011547




Teaching and Learning Resources in Social Studies Education

High school science curriculum scope was the study of Geography, History,
Civics, and Economics. Grouping all of these topics under one area faces teachers
with the challenge of balancing the four areas which can easily be discussed in

detail.

Elementary

It 1s stated within Programme documents that the Social Studies education for
elementary had a local community focus to help develop students into ideal local
and global citizens. The Elementary Programme of Studies is the most thorough
programme in comparison to Middle School and High School. It offers a clear
direction for teaching social studies and encompasses meaningful educational
aspirations. This document’s theory seems postmodern but fails to this image

suddenly with empty descriptions of a status quo life and discriminatory discourse.



Intermediate

The dominant areas in the 1950s for Intermediate had a focus on Geography
and History. During the 1950s an increased focus on creating and maintaining an
element of an ideal citizen. Educators were encouraged to present characteristics
of ideal citizens, and have students develop them. There was a text created to
further guide students called A Manual for Civics and Citizenship which presented

the qualities proper citizens should hold
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High School

As discussed in the Outline of Programme of studies for High Schools the
high school social studies curricular documents focuses on history and geography.
Presented within the history curriculum of the 1950s shows evidence of educators
addressing local and global events, and developing lesson around the idea of an
ideal citizen.

High school text mentioned in the Outline of Programme of Studies for High
Schools was World History (1946)

This presented a general history of the world. Memorization of facts in a trivia
form of education was a typical style of teaching during the 1950s. An interesting
point is during the time of the Cold War it is found within Outline of Programme
of Studies for High Schools to present those countries allied with Russia in a
negative light.



World History-The Struggle for Civilization-Emma Peters Smith, David Saville
Muzzey and Minnie Lloyd

This history textbook offers a lot to a teacher focusing on significant, but
distant events in History. It focuses on content in chronological order beginning
with Man’s Earliest Discoveries and Inventions, then dabbles in Egypt, Greece,
and Rome’s accomplishments before hugely focusing on Christianity with
chapters titled How Christianity Became the Religion of Europe and The Breakup
of the Medieval Church.
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Canada-Edited by George W. Brown-University of California Press-1953

This social studies textbook is divided into six different parts consisting of
various chapters written by scholars who are experts in each particular field. Parts
are as follows: The Setting: consisting of the origin and geography of people. The
Founding of French Canada: consisting of Genesis and Integration. The
Economy: consisting of Eastern and Western trends in economics. Political and
Constitutional Scene: consisting of various information on political structures.
Social and Cultural Institutions: consisting of identity and cultural patterns.
External Relations: consisting of world trade and international organizations.



Building The Canadian Nation-Brown-George W.-J.M. Dent & Sons-1958

This is a rewritten history, geography textbook, originally published in 1942.
This book has been completely revised and its updates are seemingly thorough.
The contents begin with a generalization about Canadian Patterns and Ways of
Life. The contents are then placed in chronological order beginning with North
America’s Native Peoples. It then swiftly moves through the creation of Canada,
the determination of multiple forces, and the struggles they encounter.




More Than Social Studies-A View of Social Learning In The Elementary
School

-Brogan, Peggy; Mile Alice-1957

This Elementary School social studies textbook focuses strongly on the Creating
Continuity in Social Learning, and Helping Children Feel Good About
Themselves. There is an abundance of teacher strategies for ensuring
comprehension and application of lessons. Content softly projects a status quo,
mainstream, perceivably safe view of the world through a lens of social studies,
identity, and politics.
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A Brief History of Teacher Training 1848-1973

briefly describes the sequence of events concerning the continually growing
need for teachers. The 1950s had a progressive approach for professionalism of
practice teaching.
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As in previous years the number of teachers has increased. The
rotal sumber of teachers of all classes as at June 30, 1951, was 3 324, The
rotal number emploved as at June 30, 1952, was 3918 or an incroase of
114 Thes docs pot mean that Guring the year 1951-52 we had an iacrease
of 113 full-rme teachers over the number employed during the year 1950
S1. bat i1 does indicate a defimite incrcase. In 8 number of cases two or
more teachers taught the same grade at different times thromughoot the
year. This is ospocially true with Jocal Boonsces.
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Total enrolment (all grades) June 30, 1952 .. 99;?
Increase - LR

Enrolment Grades I to XIII from June 1950 to June 1952 are compared and it is
evident the spike in enrolment over the two years is high.
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10 CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 1958
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Annual Reports serve as statistic housing for educational categories like

grade level enrollment.
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Other texts used in the 1950s in New Brunswick education of social studies:
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Map of new high schools in New Brunswick




A new four classroom school in New Brunswick 1952 (1952 Annual Report)

\

A New Four Classroom Schowl!



Significance of the Study for Education in New Brunswick
It is evident that change 1s ongoing within the educational system, and the
information presented provides evidence that the organization of social studies

education in New Brunswick in 1950s has changed.

The information presented in this document can benefit current educators to
create prior knowledge of the system in which they work with. Current educators
could make connections to possible reoccurring themes or ideas the Department of
Education has presented over the years such as the idea of branding education. It
also gives teachers ideas of classroom lessons, management, teaching styles that
are consistent through many years, and ones that are still effective today. The idea
of how education has changed is presented in this document. It shows the
Department of Education's idea of what is important in the school system at the
time.

Globally there the 1950s was a busy decade that saw much change. This
document provides context for those interested to know why certain topics were
begin discussed in New Brunswick classrooms during the 1950s. As well the
information presented in this document presents the social concerns, cultural

issues, community events during the 1950s in New Brunswick.



Conclusion

During the 1950s, in Canada, Canadians were continuing to develop itself
culturally and this was reflected in the provinces. Specifically in New Brunswick
a strong focus towards developing a cultural identity was important. Within the
New Brunswick community the Department of Education for New Brunswick set
about to change the 1950s curriculum to reflect the idea of community. The
changes to the New Brunswick 1950s curriculum allowed for Teachers to focus on
the local and global communities with students, and present multiple cultures.
There has been change and advancements in social studies education in New
Brunswick during the 1950s. Explored in this document are specific
advancements made in curriculum documents, consolidation, and a look into

broader social changes during a decade of growth in New Brunswick.



